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“Datais the new oil.”

— The Economist, Intel CEO, Reliance Industries
CEO, UAE Minister of Artificial Intelligence,
Google execs, etc etc men men men

“Datais the same old oppression.”

— Women of color, white women, Indigenous people,
immigrant communities, LGBTQ+ individuals, + more..
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Feminism

Photo: Molly Adams, CC BY 2.0

Merriam-Webster's Word of the Year for 2017 is feminism. The word was a top
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Feminist: the person who
believes in equal rights for
men and women and non-
binary people.

— Beyoncé (mostly)



I3

Feminism: organized activity
on behalf of women’s and
non-binary people’s rights and
Interests.

a .»“ . "
Fid

%' — Merriam Webster (mostly)
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Feminism: the theory of the
political, economic, and
soclal equality of the sexes.

- Merriam Webster



Intersectional feminism is not
only about women and gender.

It Is about power - who has it and
who doesn’t.

Combahee River Collective
(1974-1981) and Kimberlé
Crenshaw (1989).
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In today’s world, data is power.



Intersectional feminism, when applied to
data science, can help that power be

challenged and changed.



7 Principles of Data Feminism

Examine power

Challenge power

Rethink binaries and hierarchies
Legitimize embodiment and affect

Embrace pluralism

Consider context LI

Make labor visible l

....
..........




. \ An Incomplete List of Missing Data Sets

_ Ta——

This list will always be incomplete, and is designed to be illustrative rather t
from the perspective of the U.S, though the complete list of datasets featur

$ ¢ e A Sohcoortawenfoceepi cgenctes

» Sales and prices in the art world (and relationships between artists and
» People excluded from public housing because of criminal records

* Trans people killed or injured in instances of hate crime (note: existing |
» Poverty and employment statistics that include people who are behind
* Muslim mosques/communities surveilled by the FBI/CIA

» Mobility for older adults with physical disabilities or cognitive impairme
» LGBT older adults discriminated against in housing

 Undocumented immigrants currently incarcerated and/or underpaid
 Undocumented immigrants for whom prosecutorial discretion has beer
» Measurements for global web users that take into account shared devi
* Firm statistics on how often police arrest women for making false rape
» Master database that details if/which Americans are registered to vote
» Total number of local and state police departments using stingray phor

» How much Spotify pays each of its artists per play of song

The Library of Missing Datasets by Mimi Onuoha, 2016.

Principle: Examine Power
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Pedro Meneses Hoyos, Ciudad Judrez, Judrez, Chihuahua,

San A'I‘ItOHiO 32370, México

MARTES 15 DE AGOSTO DE 2017 | POR EDITOR
12

COI’pUS. 4 Judrez, Chih.- Un individuo que aparentemente perteneci
' a la comunidad LGBT fue localizado sin vida por la noche
en un fraccionamiento ubicado al sur oriente de la ciudad,
reportaron las corporaciones policicas.

El cuerpo del hombre vestido de mujer y en avanzado
estado de descomposicion fue encontrado en el fondo de
un pozo de contencién de aguas pluviales.

El occiso teni una bolsa de plastico en la cabeza, aunque
J Le personal de la Fiscali General del estado asegura no le

b d -
A T e i L ; i i
.% 0 .I. pr pudieron encontrar huellas externas de violencia.
e N 'y N
: \

."- N "'\
4 ,""M,\ lTA

" —~AS \ A‘ \ .
‘ - o Victoria El cuerpo fue enviado al Servicio Médico Forense donde

Ny
) &

@ se le practicara la autopsia de ley y determinar de esa
manera las causas reales de su fallecimiento.

Al lugar de los hechos llegaron sus familiares y lo
identificaron como Hilario Lépez Ruiz, de quien no se
proporcioné mas informacién.
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Femicides in Mexico by Maria Salguero, 2015-present
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Principle: Challenge Power
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@ ﬁ Anti-Eviction Mapping Project - X +

& C ©® (® www.antievictionmappingproject.net/narratives.html

Narratives of Displacement and Resistance, Anti-Eviction Mapping Project

\

Please do not use any of these stories for your own work
without first checking with us. Interviewees have only
authorized the release of their stories to the AEMP.

a4

Phyllis Bowie
Midtown Resident
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BP® o Map tiles by Stamen Design, under CC BY 3.0. Data by OpenStreetMap, under ODbL., © Gagtady

Principle: Embrace Pluralism



Reporting Sexual Assault:

What the Clery Act
Doesn’t Tell Us

By Emerson College
Journalism Students:
Patrick Torphy, Michaela
Galnon and Jillian
Meehan, 2016

Used with permission

Reporting Sexual Assault:
What The Clery Act
Doesn’t Tell Us

-~ -
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Clery report data and anonymous
survey results leave vastly different
impressions of rape culture on college
campuses.

Boston University

Climate Survey

Clery Report |0.04%

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

Boston University surveyed its students in 2015, with a response rate of 22
percent. Nearly one in five respondents reported experiencing some type of
sexual harassment or assault during their time at Boston University,
compared to one in 2500 who reported assault in 2014.

Emerson College

Climate Survey

Clery Report J0.15%

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

Emerson College surveyed its students in 2015, with a 32 percent response
rate. About one in 10 respondents said they experienced nonconsensual
sexual contact on-campus during their time at Emerson, compared to one in
666 students that reported forcible sex offenses in 2014,

Harvard University

Harvard University surveyed its students in 2015, with a response rate of
53.2 percent. About one in six undergraduate respondents said they
experienced some type of nonconsensual sexual contact during their time at
Harvard, while the school’s Clery report indicated one in 714 students
reported forcible sex offenses to the school in 2014.

Data via Boston University, Emerson College, a P ri n Ci p I e: CO n S i d e r CO n teXt

survey results.
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By DataZetu (“Our Data”
in Swahili), 2018
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Principle: Elevate Emotion & Embodiment
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thanks & be in touch

Data + Feminism Lab
Department of Urban Studies and Planning
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

About the lab
People
Projects
Courses
Publications

The Data + Feminism Lab
uses data and computational
methods to work towards
gender and racial equity,
particularly as they relate to
space and place.

@kanarinka Y
@kanarinkaprojects

dataplusfeminism.mit.edu



